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    WINTER 2006 NEWSLETTER  

Ridge and Valley Conservancy has preserved the 185-

acre Maple Hill Farm, located in both Blairstown and 

Hardwick Townships.  The Conservancy and Blairstown 

Township purchased a conservation easement from the 

owners, siblings Eric Walther, Deborah Walther and Jill 

Breedon. The easement prevents any future develop-

ment of the property and provides for protection of its 

natural features.  Permanent protection of the property 

from development fulfills Eric Waltherôs dream, "Maple 

Hill Farm has been the 

Walther family homestead 

for almost seventy years. It 

is wonderful to know that 

this beautiful estate will be 

preserved intact and      

enjoyed forever by my   

descendents and others.  

My sisters and I wish to   

express our gratitude to the 

residents of Hardwick and 

Blairstown Townships, the 

citizens of New Jersey, and 

the volunteers and support-

ers of the Ridge and Valley 

Conservancy for generously sharing the cost of this  

project." 

 

The farm is notable for its scenic rolling fields and wood-

lands, rock walls, streams, a pond and an old lime kiln. 

From a high ridge on the property, excellent views can 

be had of Jenny Jump and Allamuchy Mountains. By 

virtue of the tract's relatively large size, it provides     

important sanctuary for wildlife and endangered species 

and is a important part of the Conservancyôs effort to 

protect the watershed of Blair Creek.  Public access to 

the farm will be available in the form of a 2-mile hiking 

trail.  

 

 The owners made a generous charitable donation in 

the form of a bargain sale, so that the proceeds they 

received for the develop-

ment rights represent less 

than the appraised value of 

these rights. The family 

members continue to own 

the farm and are free to sell 

it if they wish, with the pro-

viso of no future develop-

ment.  The family is consid-

ering consolidating the indi-

vidual holdings to restore, 

as much as possible, the 

original boundaries of the 

farm.  

 

 Funds for purchase of the conservation easement 

came from a grant from the New Jersey Green Acres 

Program, Blairstown and Hardwick Township dedicated 

open space funds, and the Warren County Open Space 

Trust Fund. 

WHATôS DONE IS DUNNE . . . . 
 

ñI feel good because the natural resources on our farm - the 

soils, croplands, wetlands, wildlife, forest, and grasslands 

will all be protected for perpetuity.ò 

Tim Dunne 

(Story page 3) 
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VICE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

I am fairly certain that most of the people living in the Ridge 

and Valley Region of Sussex and Warren Counties appreciate 

their rural lifestyle, with its lovely scenery, relatively clean water 

and air, and freedom from exasperating traffic congestion. 
 

 Having lived in suburban Essex County during the fifties and 

sixties, I can remember how the unchecked, creeping process of sprawl was 

destroying farmland, forests, and wildlife habitat. Replacing these were 

malls, shopping centers, corporate headquarter complexes, and dense 

housing developments. Outdoor recreational opportunity was vanishing in 

proportion. Not fully realizing it at the time, I was witnessing the death by a 

thousand cuts of the landscape and lifestyle I had so appreciated. 
 

 All this can happen here! This may explain why I am so passionate about 

the work RVC does. It acts as a facilitator, catalyst and advocate for preserv-

ing the open space and rural way-of-life under assault in so many parts of 

New Jersey.  Local municipal governments can help by zoning to foster a 

rural ambiance, including limiting light pollution and requiring unobtrusive 

signage. 
 

 RVC has made great progress in carrying out its open space preservation 

mission. To date, RVC has preserved over 2200 acres. Projects are         

currently planned or underway for preserving another 355 acres for protec-

tion in 2006.   
 

  Ways used by RVC to achieve results include:  
 

× Working with farmers and other landowners to recommend the most 
advantageous ways to preserve their land. 

 

× Making preservation projects financially possible by putting together 
funding from state, county, local municipal and private sources, then 
using these funds to buy land and conservation easements. 

 

× Shepherding land protection projects through to completion. 
 

× Serving as steward for various preserved open space tracts. 
 

× Identifying and attempting to preserve lands particularly important for 
preserving water quality, outstanding views, or habitat for rare and en-
dangered species. 

 

× Planning and maintaining hiking trails and ensuring some form of public 
access to appropriate preserved land. 

 

 We cannot relax our efforts to keep the 

specter of sprawl and environmental degra-

dation at bay. It is my hope that RVC will 

continue to play an increasingly important 

part in preserving the   rural, scenic and 

healthful character of our     region: a legacy 

we can proudly pass to future generations. 
 

   Gene Clifford 
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 Ridge and Valley Conservancy has purchased the   
development rights on 40 acres of a farm in White 
Township owned by Tim and Mimi Dunne.  The Dunne 
Farm is a small, diverse farm made up of open fields, 
woodland and wooded wetland along with a former mill-
pond. The farm is on the edge of the New Jersey High-
lands and has great views of surrounding Jenny Jump 
Mountain.  Tim and Mimi produce field 
crops, vegetables, pumpkins, ever-
greens, and firewood. They have 
planted buffer strips of Native American 
warm season prairie grasses along the 
stream corridor and within several fields.  
The native grasses protect the stream 
corridor and provide habitat for ground-
nesting birds and beneficial insects. The 
farm lies atop limestone and sinkholes 
that recharge the aquifer occasionally 
pop up in some fields. 
 
The farm was purchased in 1999 by the 
Dunne's, who are both professionals in 
the environmental field. They have 
worked to make the farm a model for 
soil and water conservation.  The native 
grass plantings were done under the 

WHATôS DONE IS DUNNE 

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program promoted by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. The northern 
26 acres of the farm has been placed in the Federal 
Wetlands Reserve Program.  Restoration of wetlands 
through filling of mosquito ditches and construction of 
vernal ponds has begun. 
 

 The farmland preservation easement 
on the Dunne Farm was purchased with 
grants from the State Agricultural De-
velopment Committeeôs non-profit pro-
gram funded by the Garden State Pres-
ervation Trust and matching grants 
from the Warren County and White 
Township Open Space Trusts.  The 
Dunneôs accepted less than the fair 
market value of the easement as a con-
tribution to make the project happen. 
Ridge and Valley Conservancy thanks 
the Dunneôs, the State Farmland Pres-
ervation Program, the Warren County 
Freeholders and Municipal and Charita-
ble Conservancy Trust Fund Committee 
and White Township for making the 
project possible. 

GLENVIEW CHRISTMAS TREE FARM PROTECTED 
Ridge and Valley Conservancy 
has purchased the development 
rights to Glenview Christmas 
Tree Farm in Blairstown.  Glen-
view is a small, diverse farm at 
the base of Kittatinny Mountain.  
It is adjacent to the Delaware 
Water Gap   National Recreation 
Area and is visible from the Ap-
palachian Trail, which is located 
on the cliffs right above the 
farm.  Glenview Farm is owned 
by George and Helen Black. It is 
part of the former Gaisler Farm, 
which was subdivided over the 
years, but several small farm 
tracts remain.  The couple is re-
tired, but works actively to grow and cultivate Christmas 
trees and pumpkins.  The farm is an extremely popular 
source of Christmas trees and is well known in Blairs-
town area.  Former Governors Whitman and McGreevey 
both visited the farm during their campaigns to pass 
open space referendums in New Jersey. 

Glenview Farm is made up of 
open fields, woodland and wet 
ñblack dirtò meadow that makes 
up the headwaters of Blair 
Creek.  Pumpkins are grown in 
the rich soils and the south-
facing, sloping fields at the foot 
of the mountain produce ever-
greens for landscaping and 
sale at the Holidays. 
 
The farm was protected by a 
non-profit farmland preserva-
tion grant from the State Agri-
cultural Development Commit-
tee, through the Garden State 

Preservation Trust.  Warren 
County and Blairstown Township provided matching 
open-space funds to the state grant to make the pur-
chase possible.  The Blacks agreed to sell the develop-
ment rights for what RVC was able to raise.  The farm 
will be protected against future development and will 
remain in farmland. 

Farm owners Tim and Mimi Dunne along with their Yellow Lab Peaches, stand next to a vernal pool in a field of native grasses 

on their farm.  In the spring this one small vernal pool has spring peepers, wood frogs, grey tree frogs, green frogs,  American 

toads and newts.  The many natural features of the  farm is the reason the Dunneôs and RVC sought to preserve it in perpetuity. 

Winter at Glenview Farm.  The Appalachian Trails in on                 

the Kittatinny Ridge in the background. 
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