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496-Acre Blair Creek Preserve Added to Holdings

Bill Gold is Ridge and Valley

Conservancyobs
long-time supporter. Bill is also a
lover of the outdoors who heads
a local organic community sup-
ported garden, grows orchids and
other exotic plants, and lives in a
converted 19" century barn deep
in the woods of Hardwick Town-
ship. Near
acres of land in Hardwick and
Stillwater Townships previously
owned by Blair Academy. Aware
of the rich natural beauty of the
property, its proximity to Fairview
Lake, the Delaware National
Recreation Area, and other near
by preserved open space, Bill
encouraged RVC to approach
Bl air Academy t
interest in preserving its property.
RVC representatives met with
Blair Assistant Business Manager

The cinnamon fern (osmunda cinnamomea) is found in the wetlands along Blair Creek. [t gets

Jim Frick, wh o

at t Peental, intefegty in Jpreserving

some of their lands under the right
conditions.

In March 2003, another good
friend of RVC, John Neuman, Di-
rector of the Fairview Lakes and
Watershed Conservation Founda-
tion, informed RVC that Blair was

Bi |1 0®nsiderhd Metind for s&id Bheir

496-acre holdings at the southern
outlet for Fairview Lake. RVC
President Bob Canace contacted
Jim Frick and informed him that the
Conservancy would like an oppor-
tunity to make an offer at the ask-
ing price of $1.5 million. In a

search for partners for the acquisi-
tion RVC contacted The Nature
€cbrRdnBricy® (TNE) &rld Mt SNg
State Green Acres Program. An
agreement was reached among
RVC, TNC and the State to pursue

its name from the central frond, which takes on the color of a cinnamon stick (photo by Janet
Novak, courtesy of the Connecticut Botanical Society).

e X the aquisitionl as Bdua partriers

with undivided interest in the
property. A contract was signed
in December of 2003 and the
property  purchased in April of
2004 for $1.5 million.

The Blair Creek Preserve is a
large, relatively unfrequented,
mature hardwood forest with con-
siderable open wetlands, forested
wetlands, vernal pools and
springs. The property falls within
RVC6s Kittatinn
project area, which is aimed at
protecting forested ridges to pro-
tect headwater streams and habi-
tat for migratory birds, large mam-
mals, amphibians and reptiles,

and rare plants,
fimatrix forest bl
and the Stateos

project area. The Blair Academy
acquisition protects the source of
Blair Creek, which drains into the
Paulins Kill. According to Jason
Tesauro, of Ecological Consult-
ing; formerly of the DEP Endan-
gered and Non-Game Species
program, the property contains a
significant population of wood
turtles. A barred owl was ob-
served at the site during a tour of
the site by Conservancy and
State personnel.

The property will be managed
jointly by RVC, TNC, and The
New Jersey Natural Lands Trust,
the stateods

(Continued on page 4)
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President 6s message

|l 6ve been asked more than once why
vancy does not use the terms fireserveso?o
for the I and it has protected, but inst
servationist said calling our | and fApr e
keep things in the exact state we found them. A bureaucrat suggested
the term, Airesource area, o0 which to me
from which things are eventually extrac
it, suggesting something that is being held in abeyance, to be considered
for an alternate use in the future.

When we acquire land we are not only preserving the property,
but also the natural systems at work there. Our preserves are part of a
greater, open system, connected to each other and to other places in the
world. When neo-tropical songbirds arrive in late winter to early spring
from Central America, South America, and southern North America, the
many insects living on the trees in our preserves provide them with imme-
diate energy. They in turn help control the insect population. The fresh
water that runs over and percolates into the soft forest floor finds it way
into sand and bedrock aquifers and emerges as cool, clean springs that
sustain life in the streams and rivers that wind through the region. Bob-
cats roam the undeveloped corridors of which our preserves are a part,
giving them the primordial sense that not everything has changed since
human arrival on this continent. And vernal pools that flood in the spring
are a wellspring for amphibians, which scientists tell us are a true meas-
ure of the quality of the environment.

When we preserve land we are also trying to preserve the natural
systems that form the larger web of life on that land and beyond. Our pre-
serves are a landing place for birds exhausted by a long journey; haven
for bear and bobcat where human contact can be avoided; places where
woodpeckers, owls, snakes, flying squirrels and other inhabitants can find
a cozy home in a rotting tree trunk; and refuge for weary, hungry water-
fowl on their migratory paths.

ltds not that we are trying to ke
We are trying to keep things as they should be.

Bob Canace, President
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Preservation of Farm Rounds Out Efforts by RVC and Partners

I n Aprii 2004 Ridge and Valley Conservancy,

Blairstown and Hardwick Townships, and Warren
County combined to preserve Round Hill Farm. The
farm lies both in the historic village of Blairstown and
neighboring Hardwick. These 70 acres of rolling
fields, cedar stands, maple forest and wetlands,
were preserved through joint funding supplied by
RVC through the State of New Jersey Farmland
Preservation Program ($185,000), the Blairstown
($161,500) and Hardwick Open Space Trusts
($52,000), and the Warren County Open Space
Trust ($93,000). The project was also made possi-
ble by a charitable donation from owners Richard
(Rick) and Mary Kreger, who accepted less than the
fair market value of the development rights for the
land. The Kregers have donated an easement on an
additional 4 acres of developable land that was pre-
viously part of the farm.

The idea to preserve the farm was pitched to RVC
by Rick Kreger when he and Mary bought Round
Hill Farm, which adjoins their home, to prevent it
from being developed. The farm is on the edge of
Blairstown village, within reach of a public water
supply, and had a significant percentage of its acre-
age in a zone that allows for development on 10,000
square-foot lots. The Kregers were besieged with
offers from the development community, but contin-
ued in their initial vision of leaving the farm intact in
perpetuity. The farm has been placed under a per-
manent farmland preservation easement that allows
the Kregers to build one farmhouse on the property.

of

ancient and most worthy ana, after all,

oThe care t he
our most pleasing responsibility.
To cherish what remains of it, and to

foster its renewal, Is our only

legitimate hope.”

-Wendell Berry

earth

The preservation of the farm not only stops potential
sprawl that could affect downtown Blairstown, but
protects a sensitive area. The farm lies atop lime-
stone and contains a sinkhole pond and several
wetlands. A dense cedar forest on the northern
edge promotes habitat for owls and other raptors.
Round Hill Far m
bution to farmland preservation. The township has
contributed significant funding to several open
space projects in partnership with RVC, but their
recognition of the development potential of the re-
maining farms in the township spurred their signifi-
cant contribution.

Ridge and Valley Conservancy thanks Blairstown,
Hardwick and Warren County for their generous,
timely financial contributions toward saving this farm
from imminent development. Its preservation sup-
ports the traditional model of farms on the outskirts
of smal l villages that
heritage. We thank the Kregers for their patience
through the lengthy and sometimes uncertain pres-
ervation process. All who participated will ultimately
benefit from this historic achievement.

In Memorandum -

i s The,Trustegs angd staff of RVC want to express
their sympathy in the loss of a valued citizen of the RVC
community, Neil Simonson. Neil was co-owner of Power
Printing in Blairstown, he assisted RV'C in getting our first
newsletters designed and printed. Neil always made the
extra effort to assist us in our printing needs which was
a great asset to the success of RVC.

Neil will be greatly missed by everyone.
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A Small Gem Placed Under Protection
(Ferlas Pond ~ Hardwick Township)

vents the establishment of fish that would feed on
amphibian eggs. The pond also acts as an impor-
tant recharge area for the underlying limestone ag-
uifer. The water draining from Ferlas Pond flows
underground and comes to the surface in spring
pools to the south, giving the Spring Valley section
of Hardwick its name.

Good things come in small packages. Ridge and

Valley Conservancy purchased 26 acres of a good
thing when it acquired Ferlas Pond as part of the sale
of Lauralan Farms in Hardwick Township. Ferlas is a
sinkhole pond, which acts as a vernal pool filling with
water in wet seasons and drying up during dry sea-
sons. Vernal pools are ideal habitats for amphibians

and reptiles. The seasonal draining of the pond pre- Ferlas Pond was acquired using funds from the

New Jersey Garden State Preservation Trust and
the Warren County Open Space Trust. The county
funds were acquired on behalf of RVC by Hardwick
Township. The pond is adjacent to Hardwick Town
Hall. Plans are for a nature trail from the town hall
to and around the pond. A wildlife observation
blind is planned to allow visitors to see the huge
variety of birds that inhabit the pond and surround-
ing wetlands. If you visit the pond at night a chorus
of bullfrogs unsurpassed in the region will entertain
you.

Ferlas Pond is the centerpiece for RVC's new Ferlas Pond Preserve.
The pond is a sinkhole pond, which disappears seasonally as water
seeps into the underlying cavernous limestone aquifer. A nature trail
and wildlife observation blind will give visitors a view of the many
creatures that call the pond home.

(Blair Creek Preserve Continued . . .)

It will be accessible to the public, nesting sites and sensitive wet- in providing ongoing stewardship

primarily for passive recreation. lands. The management agree- for such a valuable natural treas-
Plans call for establishing trail- ment for the site permits stream ure. We would like to acknowl-
heads in three locations. and lakeshore fishing, but does edge and thank Blair Academy for

not allow for boating access to its foresight in ensuring this
Fairview Lake. magnificent property will be
permanently protected.

Hiking trails will follow former
logging roads. The trail will pro-
vide access to Blair Creek, Fair-
view Lake, and several historic

Ridge and Valley Conservancy
owes a debt of gratitude to The

structures on the property, includ-
ing a former mill along the creek.
Select areas of the site will be
restricted as natural areas off
limits to regular human access
for ecological reasons, including

Nature Conservancy and the New
Jersey Green Acres Program for
their enthusiasm and capabilities
in making the acquisition a reality.
We are proud to cooperate with
TNC and the Natural Lands Trust
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