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Ridge and Valley Conservancy (RVC) and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC) have once again com-
bined to protect a vital parcel of land in the Ridge
and Valley region. The two groups jointly acquired
a 99-acre parcel of land that connects two existing
preserve parcels. The acquisition expands the
Glovers Pond Preserve to 214 acres in
Frelinghuysen and Allamuchy Townships. The ac-
quisition was pursued actively for three years by
the conservancies, who sought to join the preserve
to form a swath of habitats ranging from forested
floodplain along pristine Bear Creek, to rich
meadow marsh and spring-fed wetlands at the
base of a limestone ridge, to limestone forest up-
land containing limestone fens. This diverse terrain
allows the preserve to support a variety of impor-
tant plants and animals and protect Bear Creek,
recently designated Category 1 waters by the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection,
the highest water classification by law.

The land was purchased from Diomedes LLC,
owners of the other two parcels acquired earlier.
The tract is primarily forested. A Barred Owl was
observed inhabiting the upland forest and rare am-
phibians and reptiles breed and thrive in fertile
marshy depressions in the broad floodplain of Bear
Creek. The site includes part of the ghost town
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known as South Town, a former community inhabited
by miners who worked mines near Jenny Jump Moun-

tain. An abandoned township road traverses the site,

along with the crumbling remains of a stone house and
a school, evidence of the former town. The road will
serve as a hiking trail to give the public access to the
site.  The site adjoins the Presbyterian Camp and
Conference Center, which contains Glovers Pond.
Glovers Pond is an important State Natural Heritage
Site, boasting a rare plant community associated with
the adjoining limestone fen and marsh. The Camp is
under a stewardship agreement with The Nature Con-
servancy. RVC and TNC hope to bring the camp un-
der permanent protection as the next phase in expan-
sion of the Glovers Pond Preserve.

The Barred Owl is found in deep woods. It is H

graybrown owl with buff, dark brown and white b
Barred Owl nests in tree cavities or in abandoned
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RVC Hosts Land Protection Benefit
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Ridge and Valley Conservancy
2003 Naturalist of the Year
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newly preserved Motyka Farm and a
tour of the historic Long House, both

RVC President Bob Canace con-
cluded the afternoon with a presenta-

RVCO6 s ifiLand P

Wi

the Year award for his dedicated and extraordinary efforts to preserve, re-
store and enhance critical habitat for the endangered Bog Turtle in the Appa-
lachian Valley and Ridge Region of New Jersey. The award was presented
to Jason at the Land Protection Benefit by Bob Canace. Jason is tireless in
his dedication to this crucial work. In July he guided RVC members on a tour
of the sites he has restored.
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