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RVC Preserves First Farm in Hop e

Working with the State Agricultural Development
Commi t t e-@rofs Prdgmam and owners Richard
and Diane Motyka, Ridge and Valley Conservancy
will place the first farm in Hope Township into the
State Farmland Preservation Program. RVC was
awarded a grant of 142,000, which was matched by
the Motykas, who generously donated half the value
of a permanent conservation easement to be placed
on the 79-acre farm, which borders scenic Hope Vil-
lage. In addition to protecting the land forever from
development, the Motykas have agreed to an addi-
tional easement that will protect large shade trees
and the windrows that divide the farm fields. This will
protect wildlife habitat and the scenic value of the
property. The Motykas have built a new home on the
property and plan to raise hay and grain. The State,
the Motykas, and RVC shared administrative costs
associated with protecting the property.

The Motyka Farm borders historic Hope Village

RVC and New Jersey Natural Lands Trust
Join to Preserve Beech Ridge

RVC has forged a partnership with the State of New
Jerseyds Natur al Lands Trust
mature hardwood forest, wetlands and stream corri-
dors in Blairstown. The new Beech Ridge Preserve
will be added to the larger Limestone Ridge and
Marsh Preserve, owned and managed by the Natural
Lands Trust. RVC will acquire the site using a
$103,000 grant from the State Green Acres Program,
a $82,000 grant from the Warren County Open Space
Trust Fund, and a $5,000 grant from the New Jersey
Conservation Foundation. The Conservancy will do-
nate 50% interest in the property to the Natural Lands
Trust at no cost. The property hosts an extremely
diverse forest highlighted by a healthy assemblage of
American Beech trees. Because there has been no
forestry practiced on the property for decades it is
approaching natural climax stage. The wetlands that
emerge on the ridge feed Belcher Creek, which flows
through the Limestone Ridge and Marsh Preserve.
Partnership with the Natural Lands Trust will bring
management expertise to ensure the property is prop-
erly cared for in the future. Eagle Scout Eric Kramer
has constructed a hiking trail accessible to the public
via Belcher Road on the property.
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American Beech on a sunny hill slope
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Where will the geese snow ?

Every once in a while in the
natural world shows you something truly amazing. | had such an

opportunity early last spring. Driving down Route 31 on a cold blus-
tery day my attention was drawn to a bare cornfield. | stopped.
There, swirling like snowflakes in a blizzard were thousands of bril-
liant white snow geese. The optical illusion created by their tornado
of movement was stunning. They covered the ground like bubbling
foam as they foraged for corn. For no apparent reason they would
launch into the air in groups, twirling like a white dust devil, their
honking adding to the illusion of chaos created by their flight. Appar-
ently this gaggle was part of the immense concentration of snow
geese that made Merrill Creek Reservoir their home last winter.
Rarely are they seen in such numbers in New Jersey. What struck
me most, though, was that this cornfield was there for them to settle
in and feed. To its north was a golf driving range. To its south was
a budding car dealership. Land is disappearing along our highways
to commercial growth, eliminating the last vestiges of farming in
these corridors. If this trend continues, where will the snow geese
l and next time? How wi | | t hey
navigation, food and shelter when changes happening so quickly?
We will continue to work feverishly to save the places that wild
things rely upon to sustain themselves, and that we rely upon to sus-
tain our wild side.

Bob Canace, President
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2002 Supporters

Ridge and Valley Conservancy extends its heartfelt thanks to those people who became members in
2002 and to those who continue to support us every year, some from our very beginning. With your
faithful support we continue to be successful in our ongoing efforts to protect precious natural lands.
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The Eastern Hemlock: Can this

Forest Monarch Survive?

Suburban sprawl is not the only thing that threatens
forested lands in the ridge
and valley area. Invasive
species of many sorts, as
well as drought and global
warming, are stressing for-
est ecology.

Introduced pests have, in
the past, done great damage to our forests. For ex-
ample, the American chestnut was once the dominant
tree in the east. Once comprising 25% of standing
timber, its nuts were an important link in the wildlife
food chain. Since the introduction of chestnut blight in
1904, these trees have been virtually eliminated. An-
other example, the magnificent American elm, widely
used as an ornamental and shade tree, has been
decimated by Dutch elm disease, which was intro-
duced in the 193006s thro
And we are all familiar with the periodic defoliation of
forests by the gypsy moth.

An invader from Japan, a 2-mm long type of aphid
called the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA), is now
attacking large stands of an important forest resource,
the Eastern Hemlock. These trees range from Geor-
gia to Quebec and Ontario. These slow-growing coni-
fers cast such a dense shade that they can create
their own microclimates, especially along stream
beds. Native brook trout are much more likely to be
found here than in hardwood-shaded streams. Such
areas form excellent habitats for numerous birds,
plants and plants. In our area, 96 bird and 47 mam-
mal species are associated with hemlock forests.

A significant stand of eastern hemlock can be seen in
Bl ai rstownos Li mestone Ri
the corner of Route 94 and Hope Road (Rt. 521).
This 100-acre forest was recently purchased by New
Jersey Green Acres and is currently being managed
by RVC.

Hemlock seedlings, unlike most other plants, can sur-
vive in the dense shade of an eastern hemlock stand.
Under such conditions they may grow little in 100
years. Given more light, they can become monarchs
of the forest, 7 feet in diameter and the height of a 16-
story building, with a life span of 1000 years. During
the 18006s, vast number s
down in the Catskills and Adirondacks so their bark
could be used as a source of tannin for the leather
industry. Today, this tree is used in the pulp and pa-
per industry, and is popular as an ornamental plant-

ing.

ltds easy to spot hemlocks

d

- Gene Clifford

hibit small white cottony masses at the bases of the
needles. Such trees thin rapidly as they lose needles,
and become more susceptible to Fiorna scale, mites,
and hemlock borers. Infected trees usually die within 3
to 4 years.

Management of the HWA in forests presents a problem,
although individual trees can be protected by spraying
with insecticide soap or horticultural oil or through inocu-
lation at their roots system. There may be a ray of hope
in the form of another exotic, the ladybird beetle, which
preys on HWA. These insects can survive and repro-
duce in our climate. Test introductions have been made
in many sites in New Jersey and elsewhere. Can these
beetles, or other yet-to-be-found treatments, halt the
seemingly inexorable decline of this

important forest tree? The jury is still out.

RVC Co-Sponsors
First Warren/Sussex

Open Space Roundtable

- Joel McGreen
More than 50 people attended the first Sussex & War-
ren Counties Farmland and Open Space Roundtable
on September 30th in Byram Township. The forum
was set up to provide an opportunity for everyone
involved in Open Space to learn various aspects of
preservation and, above all, mingle and talk with peo-
ple in the know.

The themewas i Op e n S p a wvith the featused
presentation by Green Acres dealing with payment-in-
lieu-of-taxes. New Jersey pays municipalities for per-
manently preserved open space (owned by New Jer-
sey or a hon-profit). It gets confusing, but depending
on when the land was preserved, the state either
pays the real-estate taxes on a declining basis, or for
more recent acquisitions, the state continues to pay
$2 to $20 an acre depending on the percentage of the
municipalityds | and held i
stances, the amount of payment-in-lieu-of taxes
equals to the taxes of land in farmland assessment.
This helps counter the concern that open space de-
pletes municipalities of tax revenue.

State and county representatives, non-profit person-
nel and even the US Forestry Service attended. After
the presentation and questions, we were able to talk
to the experts. It was a good time to ask questions
and find out about specific projects. The next round-

table will be held on March 3rd in Warren County. X

Page 4

¢






